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had come with all the frivolity of the Directory after the
Terror's bath of blood. Produced, then, under the most
unfavourable conditions, " La Fortune des Rougon " did not
even secure the honour of a real second edition, for the
copies which may be found bearing the mention "second
edition" on their covers and title-pages, were merely a
residue of the first one, only a portion of which was bound
when the book originally appeared.1

This was had, and it seemed really as if Zola would never
reach the end of his troubles, for the Public Prosecution
service took note of "La CureV' as it appeared in "La
Cloche," and adjudged a certain account of a supper at the
Cafe* Riche to be immoral. It was early in November
when Zola received an intimation from the Public Prose-
cutor requesting him to call at his office. He did so and
was received by an official who " advised" him to cease
publishing his story in a newspaper. Zola protested the
purity of his intentions, explained that his one desire was
to show the corruption of society under the fallen Empire,
but he finally accepted the official " advice." On Novem-
ber 8, then, he wrote to Ulbach, asking him to suspend
publication, his letter being printed in " La Cloche " with
the following editorial comment: " We desire that the
public should fully know that whatever may be our per-
sonal opinion of Zola's Analytical method, and whatever
danger he may incur from the audacity of his studies, his
imprudence is that of a most upright character, sincerely
attached to truth in art."

1 "La Fortune des Rougon," Librairie Internationale. 1st and 2d edi-
tions : 1871, 389 pages, 18mo, 3 francs; 3d edition, Charpentier, 1872, 385
pages, 18mo, 3 francs 50 centimes. Thirty-eighth thousand on sale in 1903, Ninon."ose who wished to place the
